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Palm 118. 23, 24. 


This js the Lords doing, and it is marvellous in 
. our F yes. 


T his is rhe day which the Lord bath made, we wil 
rejoyce and be glad in it. 


HE day for which David intended this 
Pſalm, was . probably the day of that'great 
Revolution upen the Death of. Saz!, by 
which he was exalted to the Throne of his 
Kingdom, 
Tt was not long before this, that David had aid, 7 
{hall periſh one day by the Hand of Saul. He confelfs 
afterwards, that it was 7» bis haſt that he faid this;. 
Pſal. 31.22, not conſidering ( 23 he ought) the: promiſe 
of God, that he ſhould live to ke King of ſrael. - 
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But now, after Sau/ himſelf was cut oft by that terrible 
| Judgment of God ; whicly David lamented, as you ſee, 
''2 Saw. 1.17. et being thus ſecur'd from that which he 
fear'd, .and ſeeing his way open to that which God had 
promiled ; now he corre&s that haſlly word of his. He 
ſays here, verf. 17. 1 ſhall not dye, but trve, and declare 
the works of the Lord. 

What works? [Tlfat he ſheweth in the follow? ing words, 


(there are ocher wortls'between ; but I paſs by then, for 


1 am not now Expounding a Plalm.) Verjes 22.23. The 
Stone which the Build-rs refuſed is become the head ſtone 
of the Corner, This-is the Lords my and it is marvellous 
|, 4 { - ANODE UTIL - 

It is plain how theſe words were true of David himſelf, 
Who, tho he was S$4uFs Son in Law ;--and made ſo on the 
account of his Merit, which was ſo conſpictous every 
way, that the Honour 'of fo high a Relation was'the leaſt 
part of his Character : Yet they that were'\in power 
about Sau, finding that Sax/ had a jcalouſy of him, in- 
flamed it to that Yegree, . that David was thrown our, 
not only of his Place, but-of the Kingdom. And fo he 


continued in Exile till Sau/s Death. | Bur then , - a | 


ſtrange turn of. affairs, and of the People's hearts; Firſt, 
the Houſe of Fuda, and afterwards all the Tribes ot. Iſrael, 
anointed. him King. + And fo Ged turned ihe Ii rngdown to 
David the Son of Teſle. i Chron 10. laſt verſe. This I 
take to be the luc; al ſenſe of thc. words, YVerfes 22. & 23, 
beforementioned. 

But as Va. { was a molt Hiuſtrious Tvpe of the Meſ- 
fiah who w.- tie Son of David according to the Fleſh, 
and [30 is Calicd by tie name of David 1n fonie of the 
Prophecics'; YO Lig ABLUBS anu Events of - David's he, 
were 
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were many of. them Types of the like Attions and Events, 
that ſhould be done by, and ſhould happen to, the 
Meſſtab. 

That particularly, which you have heard, of David's 
being rejected by Saz/'s Courtiers and Counſellors; was 
a Type of Chri/s being rejefted by the- Priefts and El- 
ders of the Jews. And that whic!i' yon heard of that 
ſtrange Revolution, by waich Pav/s was advanced to the 
Kingdom ; was a Type ©! the ReſurreQion of our Sa- 
viour, by which he was Exalted to be Lord and Chrif. 
In both theſe reſpects, (as you have heard) zhe /toxe 
which the Builders refuſed, was made the headſtone of the 
Corner : both theſe were 'altke the Lords doing, and were 
marvellous in mens Eyes. : 

But eſpecially the- laſt, that of Chriſts' Exaltation to 
his Kingdom ; to which theſe words afe applied, both by 
our Saviour himſch, .and more then once by his Hol 
Apoſtles ; this was the very ſence, that the Holy: Ghoſt 
intended, in inſpiring David with this Pſalm, and the 
Church has uſed it accordingly. This is one of the 
Plalms the Church has appointed to be uſed on Zafter 
Day. 

When we Celebrate the memory of Chris Reſurs 
rection, then, it ever, we have reaſon to ſay, this i the 
Day that the Lord hath made : we will rejoyce and be glad 
in it. D 
. But as this intent of the Holy Ghoſt did not make it 
onlawtul for David to make uſe of theſe words in a literal 
ſenfe, ( as no doubt he did, for his part intend- it) in the 
compoſing of- this Pfalm : So, without comparing with 
the Relſuriection of Chriſt, (with which'no earthly thing 
ought to be named,) when we are in David's Caſe as to 
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our Temporal condition, 1 know no reaſon'to doubt but: 


we may lawtully take up his words. And that's enough 
to juſtify my Choiſe of this Text. 

For tie matters contained in it, here are two things 
in which we vave David for an Example before us. 

Firft, When it picaſcrh God to give us ſuch a Deliver- 
ance, as appears to be the work of God by the marks 
of his hand upon it, we ought to give him the glory of it, 
by acknowledging it to be his doing. 

Secondly, When God doth ſuch a work for his People, 
they ought to ſhew their ſenſe of it, by rejoycing in the 
Lord, and by keeping a Day for that purpoſe ; of which 
we may fay in David's worus, zhis is the Day which the 
Lord hath made, TI ſhall add, that whenſoever the benefit 
is ſuch as is not confined to the preſent age ; even Poſteri- 
ty, as they come to have & ſhare ot the benefit, fo they 
are to continue the memory of it, by keeping Yearly 
Days of Thankſgiving to God. | x 

We are now above thirty Years after the date of that 
mercy which we Yearly commemorate on this Day ; and 
yet now, enjoying the full benefit of it, we truly may, 
and therefore ought to ſay it; this xs the day which the 
Lord hath made. DL 


The firſt of theſe will be more then I can well bring 


within the compaſs of my time; that where God has 
done a ſignal work, we are to acknowledge tis his doing. 
This is nothing elſe, but what al' mankind will agree to, 
All will agree that thus 1s Juſt and Right, Ir is but giving 
G::d the glory that is due to his name. The Queſtion 
will be, how we ſhall diſtinguicth ſuch works as are to be 
aſcribed to God only. 
— I 
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I 3m not now to prove that there is a God, or that he 
Created the World, or that he governs all things 1n it ; 
as well things that are wrought by humane means, or 
otherwiſe by ſecond Cauſes, as thoſe which God works 
immediarely by himſelf, Theſe things I ought to take 
tor grantec by all that hear me. 

Wiiac is it then that comes properly into our Queſtion 2 
Oaly this, how any work may be appropriated to God, 
ſo that this or that, above other, may be ſaid to be of 
Gods doing Not to reckon all that can be faid of this 
kind, I jhall ſhew it particularly in theſe three reſpects, 

Firſt, When it is ſo ſurprizing a work, that we can 
aſſign no other Cauſe, trom which it does, or can, proceed, 


ng 


| but: God only. 


Secondly, When,. beſide the unaccountableneſs of the 
Cauſe, . we ſee the effeC&t 15 ſuch as we may reaſonably be- 
lieve that God is concern'd for. 

Thirdly, When we ſee there was a great and near dan- 
ger of loſing that which God was concern'd for, if this 
had not happened for its preſervation. I think theſe three 
that I have named are ſure rokens by which we may Judge, 
without danger of miſtake, that any thing that happens 
in this manner is of God's doz»g. 

i. Firſt, When we fee a thing done, that is great and 
extraordinary in it ſelf, or is like to be fo in its conſe- 
quence, it ſets us-preſently on thinking whence this ſhould 
proceed. For we know that nothing happens by chance : 
every thing; has a Cauſe, wheher we know it or not. But: 
if we are ſo at a loſs for it, that either we fee no Cauſe 
ar all, or none that -ean reach the effe&: What then 2 
We Juuge the Caule to be ſomething that is to us 1n- 
viſible, 

The 
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The Heathens, as they held every thing which they 
could not fee to be a God,ſo when they ſaw any thing done 
Which they knew not how any creature ſhoulu to, they 
aſcribed it to God. Thus the Magicians of gy, when 
they ſaw Moſes tura duſt into lice, a thing waich they 
could not do with all their Inchanrments ; They conftel- 
ſed that this was the finger of God, When tus Syrians 
ſaw their mighty armies overcome by a handſ:t of iſrac- 
Lites; they knew it was not done by human» irength ; 
what then ? It muſt be a Divine power that c.{fit'cd chem, 


When the Fews that wete returned from the #4by/: 1748 | 


Captivity, had built up the Wall about Feruſo/em in iity 
two days, which was a very unaccountable thing ; even 
their Enemies the Moadbztes and others that ſaw 1t, con- 
felled that this was the work of God. Thus they Judg- 
ed, not from any peculiar notions of their own Nation or 
Religion; but it was thereaſoning of humane nature, up- 
on that Zyporhe/ts, that thereis a God that governs the 


World: 


: : / 
And therefore much more, we that have Revelation 


for this ;. Wee that have the holy Scriptures, which teach 
us, that from him and by him are all things ; when we ſee 
ſuch things done, as could be from no other, it confirms 
us that ſuch things muſt be from God. It is that Allwite 
and Allmighty.Being,that ſheweth himſelf now by his or- 
d.nary Providence, 1n ſuch works as are above our reaſon 
and ſtrength, no leis then he did by works of Miracle, to 
them that lived in Scripture times. 

Secondly, Eſpecially we fee this in ſuch works as ap» 
pear to be done tor ſuch purpoſes as wee have all reaſon 
to believe God would be moſt eſpecially concerned for 1n 


this World, This is the ſecond thing that I propoſed, 
2MORg 


Action, whatſoever the: nature of ir may be | 
| this meaſure God is pleaſed to give us leaveto Judge ot um 
: and of his doings. | 


; things for his Glory. 
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amony the ways we have to Judge that any great work is 
of God's doing. 

The Oid Romans, in judging of Criminal matters, 
when ti y would {1 v the author of any thing that was 
done, one of rheir fi.ct Queſtions was that of Caſius, Cuz 
bono ? Who j11s teen, or win was like to be, the better 
for this 2 [f 1% ben-fit of it redounded to any perſon, 
wheth<r 1o 2unſclt, or to his Ciiildren, or his family ; 
that gave a ſhrewd ſuſpicion that he was the Author 
of it, 

Tac ſame way one may gueſs at the authnr of any 
And by 


This he tells us in the firſt place, that he made all 
It is that which we are therefore 
to conſider 1n the firſt place, as being the chiet end of all 
his doings. : Whatſoever is contrary to that, (and ſo is all 
fa whatſoever, ) we are ſure he is not the Author of it ; 
And tough he iufters ſuch things, as far as he ſees fit, 


| yet he coes not even that, but fo as it may turn to his 


G or | 
_ of all things that he has made, he loveth thoſe 
th'1gs beſt that are fitcelt to ſet forth his Glory, Thoſe 
art 1erc upon earth, the Rational beings, whom he Cre» 
arc; in his ownlinage, howſoever by Sin they are fallen 
from It. , 

Ag :in, among thele, his chief care is for them whom he 
Bas re...cmed © himizlt, Eſpecially he takes care for the 
B..iy o: his redeem'd ones, that is, for his Church. And 
the: fore for thoſe ſocictics of men that are his Church in 
tie 1vy<ral Kingdoms or Nations, A 

S . 
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As this is his chief care for Perſons, ſo for Things, he 
is chiefly concerned for thoſe things by which man ſhews- 


eth forth his Image : all thoſe Godlike Qualities, of Truth, | 


and Righteouſnels, and Peace, and Charity, and Mercy, 
and the like. And above all, for true Religion, and the 


true Worſhip of God. Theſe things are directly for his | 


glory ; theretore theſe things are his grear concernment 
in the World. 


That Gods greateſt care of all is for his Church ; this | 
is ſo clear, that they that held a multiplicity of Gods, f 
the Hearhens, thought it moſt reaſonable to believe, that þ 
every Gou ſhould be mit concern'd for his own people. þ 
They believed the God of 1ſrac/ would do things tor his 
own people, tiat hz would not do ior any other. AndF 
therefore when they faw great things done for /ſrael,F 


they did-not doubt that thoſe things were done by /ſrae/'; 
God. 


In like manner, whatſoever may be done by any otherf 
ſupernatural power ; as it cannot be denied that Devils 


may do great things, that may reſemble the wonderful 


works of God; yer they are to be diſtinguiſht by this 


that whereas Gog's works are for the good of his Church, 
and for the promoting of Religion and Goodneſs, which 
are his great concerninent in the Woild ; Whaticeve 


rends to the deſtruction of theſe, we may te ſure it 15 nct} 


the work of God ; It is the Enemy that hath done this. And 
yet, when the Enemy has done his worſt, (which may 
g0 very far towards the Deſtruction of the Church, fo far 
as to bring; it into great ſufferings, by the permiſtion of 
God, for the Chaſtilement of his People; which having 
obtain'd its effe&, they will have eauſe to thank God for 
their ſufferings : Yet I ſay, when the Devil has done his 

| | worlkt) 
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he | wap defore: -1t-comes' to utter celtrution, God will : 
We | find a way to dehver his people ; bow that 1s truly the 
th, work of God. 
Y, 3. And the "neerer they were to deftruction , the 
he more viſible is his' work in! their deliverance; 'that's the 
his third thing I'have''to ſhew. ' The' greater danger there: 
nt | was, - of our loſing that for which God is concern'd ;, foi 
much the more of his Hand appears in our deliverance 


from it 

Tie greateſt” dangers arc thoſe. which, as to men, ap- 
pear to be inſuperable, ' Therefore the more any danger: 
appears to: be ſuch, the more it appears to be worthy 
ot. God, that he ſhould: deliver us trom:it.' For rhough 
as to him, all things are caſie alike: no one work is 
harder then another ; to make the World out of nothing, 
no more then making Lice. out. of Duſt: Yet as to us, 
there is ia great difference ; for weare moſt affected with 
fuch works as ſeem to us to be of the greateſt difficul- 


Ty. 


Whea all Humane help fails, then it is worthy of God 
to ſhew -himifelt co be the deliverer of his people. And 
theretore God has choſen ſuch times, whea ' his people 
have been at or near the very brink! of deſtruction, then 
to give them deliverance trom it. We may fee this in 
many Inſtances. in Seripture, The moſt tamed' Inſtance 
is, that of God's bringing his people out of Pgypr, and 
through the Red Sea : We read the like, of FHezetiah's 
deliverance from Senacheribs's arinv : \Tiie- Book -of 
Fades is full of ſuch g great works of God tor the deli. 
verance of his people. * Such things as Ged did thi:n: by 
Miracle he doth now 1n the courle oi his Ordinary  Pro- 
vidence; things which no mancando, nor can think how 
C they 
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they were done, And when be thus delivers-his people 
from ſuch dangers as ſeemed to be inevitable : and eſpe- 
cially when art juch a pinch of time, when nothing but 
deitruction is look'd for. taat then deliverance cometh in 
the ſtead: ſuch:a work has ſo- many marks of Gods, hand 
upon it, that whoſoever ſets and confiders. it, cannot but 
ſay, thu:is the Lords doing, and it, is maryellous, in our 
Sam 77: ; a 

Now for the Application of this, I am to ſhew al 
thoſe marks 0j-Gods hand, that they are in the work of 
this day: I ſpeak plainly, inthe Reſtauration of the Roy- 
al Family; and therewith of our Church and,Religion, 
our Government and Laws, the moſt valuable- things in 
this Nation. - bet: 

But though that which led in all the reſt, and that 
which giveth the title to the. day ; the Reſtayration of 
the King that then was, and of all the Royal Family ; 
tho that I ſay is, and ought to be, the chiet ſubject, as 
well of our Sermons, as of our Prayers and praiſes on 
this day : Yet I ſhall at this time crave leave to inſiſt 
chiefly, upon the reſtoring of our Church, and Religion, 
as being the great concernment of God in this. Nation: 
In order to which, Kings and Queens are chiefly a bleſſing 
to a Nation. | | | 

As to Givil government, this is the only promiſe that 
God has made to us in Goſpel Times; that Xings and 
Queens ſhall be nurſing Fathers and nurſing Mothers to his 
Church : which he has now Graciouſly-accompliſh'd to 
us. 031 
And therefore to return to the: work. of this day ; I 
am to prove that this was: the Lords doing, by ſhewing 
theſe three marks of his hand upon it, Furſt, that the 
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reſtoring of the Royal Family was for the benefit of the 
Church of God, and of the rrue Chriſtian Religion. Se- 
condly, that it was in a moſt needtul time, when Gods 
true Church and true Religion were in the utmoſt danger 
of being extinguiſht in this Nation. Thirdly, that then 
God was graciouſly pleaſed to preſerve and reſtore it, by 
ſuch means as were to men unaccountable, Theſe three 
things being proved, it will certainly appear that the work 
of this day was the Lords doing. 

The ſame may be ſaid of all our other deliverances 
. fince. I cannot, .when I ſpeak of ſuch things, I cannot 
without ingratitude to God, but mention that mercy of 
the late Revolution ; and thoſe of our deliverances ſince ; 
eſpecially that of this preſent time : All theſe being ſo 
viſibly the effets of Gods continued care of us; being 
all for the ſame Church and Nation, all in times of great 
and near danger, and all with the like Evidence of Gods 
hand in them ; ſo that whoſoever conſiders them ſeverally, 
cannot but ſee reaſon enough to acknowledge, that each 
of theſe was the Lords dorng, as well as the great work of 
the K.ngs reſt wration. 

1. But firſt, I am to ſhew that This was the work of 
God, Ir was certainly ſo, If ours be a true Church of 
God, If it be, didI fay 2 I ſaid it not as doubting, but 
taking 1t for granted, as we have Jult reaſon todo. We 
have reaſon to inliſt upon that which has been ſufficiently 
proved in ſo»nany excellent Books as have been written 
in the Juſt vindicartion of our « hurch. I need not ſay 
more particularly what has been done of this kind, <ſpe- 
cially in the laſt reign, when the Preſs was moſt open and 
tree toall ſorts of our Adverſaries. That more then Li- 


berty, that Power they had then, gave the world occa- 
C2 ſion 
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fion to ſee how little they had to ſay againſt us. And 
therefore after ſuch a tryal as this, we ought to take it for 
granted, that ours is 4 true Church of God, as it ſtands 
eſtabliſht ar this day. 

To this we may add the Teſtimonies of all the Reform'd 
Churches abroad, who nor only agree with us in Doc- 
trine, but ailow of our Orders, and Worſhip, and Sa- 
craments; and are fo far from denying us to be a Reform'd 
Church, that they own us to be the Bu/wark of the Re- 
formation. 

They that will not allow of this proof, and of theſe 
Teſtimonies that I have mentioned; as they cannot ex- 
ped to be heard in this place, fo 1: they have aoy thing 
to obje&t againſt them, they will not want an anſwer, 
elſewhere. 

Only in this place I cannot but mind them, Tf they are 
Papiſts, how they have uſed to reckon wordly proſperity 
among their notes of a true Church ; and if they are 0- 
ther Niſſenters, how they uſed when time was to value 
themſelves by it, that God own'd them by Acts of his 
Providence. I hope neither of them will take it amiſs, 
if we tell them again, that God has not left us alto- 
gether without witneſs of that kind. What greater 
Teſtimonies could he give to any Church, then he has 
done to ours, in thoſe wondertul deliverances he has gi- 
ven us 2 

Not to go to Old things, ſuch as that of Eighty 
Eight, and at the time of the Gunpowder Treaſon : 
(tho thefe were as great as ever were given to any Na- 
tion; yet we need not go ſo tar back ; ) we have cnough 
to name of Jater memory, many and great deliverances, 
and thoſe freſh in memory,even in the memory of you all 
that hear me this day. I, But 
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r. But firſt upon this day, I muſt inſiſt on that. De- 
liverance that we had at the Kings Reſtauration. How great 
2 Neliverance that was, they that were not then born, 
can ſcarce conceive : but I ſhall tell you what they thar 
lived then ſaw and know. | | 

We were then, as to.our Civil Government, aiter many 
horrible things which I do not love to repeat, atter many 
vain- Attempts to ſet up a Commonwealth, which ſtood 
lice a Caſtle of Cards, (pray pardon the Compariſon) 
we were at laſt come to be under no Government at all : 
unleſs I may call that a Government which an Army ſets 
 upand-pulls down as often as: they pleaſe. It was: ſuch a 
- . State of a Nation, than-which worte cannot well be-ipoke 
' or conceived. Not to give you a Detail of the many 
| Miſchiefs that are contained in it, I will only give you 
two Examples of the wretchedneſs of this Eſtate : ( I could 
| name you many more, bnt theſe twoare the beſt known,) 
that of the Kingdom-of the ten Tribes:of: /ſrae!, and that 
of the Roman Empire after Commodus's time. | 

Firſt, of the Kingdom of /ſrael, after the murder of 
Zechariah, the laſt King of Jehu's Family. After his 
Death, there was no King for ſome years together. Then 
the Army ſet up a King. They kill'd him, and ſet up 
another. There were five ſuch Kings one after another : 
every one coming in by the killing of his Predeceſſor. 
How. the Nation flouriſhr the mean + while, you may 
oueſs : or you may read in the Book of Foſea : he Pro- 
pheſid at that time; and he tells us, how this People 
having caſt off God, he caſt off them to utter deſtruction, 


and this way he brought. 1t upon them, | 


Ia 
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In the Roman Empire, aiter Commodus's Death, who | 


was the laſt of the #:an Family ; .atter 1m the Army ſet 
up whom they plealed, for above a hundred years to. 
gerher. In this time they had about twenty Emperors, [ 
mean ſucceſſively, for of Competitors they had tiear thirty 
at onetime, but I do not reckon theſe. Ot thoſe ſucceſ. 
ſive Emperors, there were but two or three that ſucceeded 


their ou n Fathers : 'all therreſt came in by Vivlence, and 
1 


went out by violent Deaths. 


For the People the mean while, what Caſe they were| 
in you may-imagine. Ar almoſt every Change, there was| 
Rapine, and Oppreſſion, and Blood, till Dzoclerar's time, þ 


He indeed put a itop to theſe Evils, but there was no endff ! 


ot them-till Conſtantine the Great ſet up a kind of Heredi-Þ 


tary Empire, 


From theſe two Examples we may gueſs what we were 


to have expected, it the Power had continued in theff + 


-Army. We had ſome'trial of it, in. the laſt Year of their 


Reign : when, { not to ſay what they had uune betore)ſ} 


they changed the Government-for us five or fix times inf 


the compats of thar One year. 
For Religion rtie mean while, whoſoever conſiders 
what it was that prevailed in the Army may ealily judge to 


what a miſerable paſs we were brought. © There weie off 


all Religions among them, but ours : and they granteda 
Liberty to all, but ours. Yes, they joyn'd Popery with it 
in their Declarations: Prelacy and Popery were always 
Excepted together, 

Bur asfor Popery, as it was never more freely Proteſt, 
ſo I will be bold ro ſay, it never had a greater Harvelt 
then at that time, But with Prelacy they were in carncſt. 

We 
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| We tound it ſo, in being deprived. of all thoſe Rights. 


the Law had given us. Our Liturgy, our Sacraments, 
our Offices of: Worſhip, tho' they were: Eſt:bliſhe then 
as much by Liw as they are now ; yet: Men, were pu- 
niſht, without, and againſt Law, tor uſing them... But 
that Which was worſt, .our.Bady.of a Church was-dif- 
ſolved, our Diſcipline was trod, under foot, ' our Eyes could 
not ſce our Teachers ; and as tor our Biſhops, the Order 
was near being extinct ; it ſubſiſted bur in five or fix old - 
Men, that probably might have died all :withia :one or . 


- two years. | 


Let others think as light of this as they pleaſe-; they 


that have a true ſenſe ot Religion will grant that theſe 
: were Wounds in the Vitals of the Church'; of which our 
* Church had certainly died at. that time, if he that raiſes 
: Men from the Dead, had, not given our Church a new 


Soleil. Toy | | 
 Dite'at the Kings Reſtauration. . 


. 
. 


r& But how was that brought about? T am coming to 
 ſhew, that it was a molt vifible-Work of God : ſo viſible, 
that I knuw nor whether any thing could be more ; per- 
| haps we may except one thing that hath lately happened ; 
but certainly there was no greater. in all the Examples of 


ancient Times. . , | 
The great, Inſtance of.'old in the Chriſtian Church, 


was that which I. mentioned of Conſtantine the Great. 


Ir was indeed the Hand of God that brought him into. 
the Government. . But I do not know whether his coming 
in was more wonderful then that of the Kings Reſtaura- - 
bon. | 27 Ti 
| Here was certainly. a. greater Force to oppoſe then.any- 
that ſtood in Conſtantine's way to keep him out of the 

Govern- 
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over the three Kingddns, great nupibers, that 'would 
have done-all they could to have hinder'd the Kings 
Reſtauration':* being cogaged io to do, not only by their 
Aﬀedtions ,- 'but- even by their Judgment 'and Con- 
ſcterice's ( and few of thete, but'were engaged by their 
Intereſt too.) All theſe, kaving Swords in their Hands, 


or being backt by an Army th«t had, ſuch a nume- | 
rous Army, of Diteiphn'd experienced Men, as well} 


paid as' ever-was-Army' in the world , "as abſ6lute in 
their Power, an as unwiliing to part with it : How 
ws: it poſſible, chat all choſe Armed Mer, ſhould either 
lay down 'their 'Arms ; or wear them to bring in his 


Majcſty ? that thole others likewiſe ſhould give up their Þ 


Intereſts, and {1nothier there Prejudices and Difaffetjons? 


that ail the'K:ngs Enemies Nlibvld-be fo charmed, that | 


4 


pL 


at his coming in, not a D 
painſt:-hiny? 35 4-H: 


A Thin;z that was certainly -done, do IT 25k how it 


was prtivie? The matter 1s plain; that' which js 


imp::([ibie with Men, 15 poſſible with God. . It was| 


God that did tha” which: none: other but Ged coulg 
do. It was Gcd that partly turned their Hearts, and 
partly: infatuated their ' Counſels, Their dividing {( as 
they did) among thetnielves, was an abſolute Infaria- 
tion: And when they were thus divided, God turn'd the 
Hearrs of part ot them tro bring in his Majeſty. * Burt 
eſpecially it'-was God that fo united the Hearts of the 
People, nor only in rhis, but in all the three Kiggdoms, 
as they never were' betore, nor ſince, but upon one. Oc+ 
caſion, If ever there was an Agreement of the People, 

| Ws 


Government; © There 'were;botli/in "England, and, all 
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(we know when there: wasia thing falſly. ſo called, but 
at ever there was truly-ſuch) it was at the Kings Re- 
ſtauration, 


Other things T might inſtance, wherein God ſhewed 
himſelf wonderfully at that time. But if there were no 
more then theſe three that'T have mentioned, I think 
thefe are enough to ſhew it was the Lords doing. He 
did great and unaccountable things, heidid -them' for the 
preſervation of his Church, he did them at that time 
when ſhe was at the very brink of deſtruction. 


Our Church was certainly then at the brink of de- 
ſtruction. But: was it never: iſo; ſince 2 If we. forget, 
we are extreamly unthanktul to God. Ir-is too true, 
we are an unthanktu] People, but yet none of us can 
eaſily torget ſo great a Danger as we were-in,' ſo. late- 
ly as within theſe tour years: I know no' Man of the 
Church of Erg/azd, (except a few rotten Members, that 
ſhewed what .they were: then and ' ſince; none befides,) 
but what did acknowiedge we were in extreme danger at 
that time. 


It was a Mciancholy thing to have our King, whom our 
Religion bins us to obey tor onicience take, come to 
be of that i-:!igion that obliges hica ro deſtroy us for 
Conſcience fake,” = 


All our hope was, that our practiſing the Duty of our 
Religion would make tim be diſpenſed with tor the Oli= 
gation of His, For we k3ow tacy have them thar'can 

; D dipente 
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diſpenſe with their Conſciences in the Rowan Church. 
And at firſt we were made to believe it ſhould be as we 
hoped. 


But Alas ! we ſoon found thoſe Diſpenſers with Con- 
ſcience were too hard forus. Inſtead of ſuffering him to 
let us enjoy our Religion and Laws, they made uſe of 
their Power quite the contrary way. It is ( as I faid) 
a Melancholy thing co ſpeak of, or even to think of it. 
But it was too plain. They had brought things to that 
paſs, that our Laws ſignified .nothing but what they 
pleaſed : Our Religion was held at the Curteſie of them 
that were the bloody Enemies of 1t : Our Obedience was 
made uſe of as a perfet Snare tous: We mult not Reſiſt, 
that our Religion wculd not allow; We could not | 
Petition neither, but at our peril. What ſhould we do 
theo, but Jet things go on in their Courſe ? They had 
us bound Hand and Foot : They might do what they | 
pleaſed with us : They had us at their Mercy, ſuch as it 
iS ; And conſidering the Mercy of Feſaits, which in France 
and in Exg/and is much the ſame, I think we have good | 
grounds to judge, that if they had held their Power fix 
Months longer, France 1s no worſe Kingdom for a Pro- 
teſtant to live in, then England would have been at 
this time. 


But what hinder'd 2 Nothing but the Prince of 
Orange's coming over : nothing elſe could have hin- | 
der'd in all humane appearance. He was the onely 
Prince in the World, that could and durſt Inter- 


poſe between us and the laſt Stroke oft our Enemies. 
ſt 
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It was ſo hazardous an Attempt, that I am amazed 


when I think of it ; how ſo wiſe a Prince could Embark 

himſelf in that Expedition ; much more, how he could 

perſwade the wary Datch to venture with him, in fo many 
7 great Dangers and Difficulties, as it he had miſearried, 

| would have certainly ſunk their whole Nation. 

) ] can give no other Reaſon for this, but that it was 
5 | ow 7, an irreſiſtible Impulſe of God. It was that 
it | Divine Power, that has ſo often preſerved this Church 
y and Nation, that now took this way to prevent that 
n þ Ruine thac was coming upon us. It was God that 
n | Infaruated our Oppreſlors, to joyn the Injuries of a 
t | People that could not lawfully Reſiſt, with thoſe of a 
> Prince that could not lawfully paſs them by without Re- 
lo ſiſtznce : A Prince whoſe-Fates are ſo knit to thoſe of the 


id Publick, of his Countrey, of this Nation, and of the 
. Proteſtant Religion ; that as it is vifible they cannot 
| ſtand without him, ſo he ſhew'd by this Proof that he 


it | : 

on had no mind to live after them. 

od | 

Gx Can any one think, thaf thinks at all, how theſe Juſt 
hs and great Intereſts could t1ave Deen preſerved? how any 
at one of theſe could have ſtood, any otherwiſe, rhen 


by his venturing himſelf as he did ? or when he had 
gone ſo far, how he could Retreat afterwards, without 
of | Taking the Government upon lim 2 when it was ( as 1t 
were } thrown into his Hanus ; when he muſt either 


I- | | | | 
ly take that or loſe ail, tor there never was any Ofter of 
er- | any other Condition, 
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But for the Juſtifying of what he did , enough has been 
ſaid and written. I am now to ſhew only this, that it 
was the great Work of God. And of this, the Marks are 
ſo clear, thar it cannot be denied, even by them that would 
diſpute the Juſtice of it, 


For what can they fay to ſo many things that God 
only can do, and that all concurr'd together in this matter 2 


Was it by chance, that things were ſo prepared Abroad, 
that the French King, tho' he had notice of this Expe- 


dition, yet ſhould be ſo blinded or benumm'd, as to do 
nothing to hinder it ? 'Was it by chance, that Winds and 
Seas, which at that time of the year are moſt intractable, 
were yet ſo wholly engaged on his Side, that they both 
ſhut in the Fg1i/þ Fleet that would have endanger'd him, 
and brought him fafe to the beſt Haven in Exg/and for his 
purpofe ? Was it by chance. that a whole Nation's Hearts, 
divided before in Religions and Intereſts, ſhould be now 
ſo united as they were, to wiſh, and pray, and long for 
his coming? Theſe are all extraordinary things. Yet 
if only one of theie had happen'd, That indeed might 
have been ſaid to be by chance : but no one or two would 
have done his buſincts : If all three had not concurr'd as 
they did, rhe want of -any one world have ſpoil'd his 
Expedition : 3nd {uch 1 Concurtrence, of {uch three things 
together, any one ©: winch was above che power of Man, 
this I take to have been an extraordinary Providence of 
God. | | | | 


Whoſotver denies this, I cannot but wonder at him. 


But he that only doubts, may ſoon find wherewith to be 
contirm'd, 
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confirm'd. Let him conlult his own memory of things ; 
and let him ſec how every Year fince this Revolution has 
brought torth a freth Teſtimony of the care of God's Pro- 
vidcnce. 


If /re/ayd had been quite loſt the firſt Year, it had 10+: 
volved his Majeſty in the greateſt D-.fliculties and Per- 
plexities. But do you remember how, and by whom it 
was preſerved? even by the incredible Courage and 
Bravery of a few Mea driven to Derry and Jniskellin,. 

 mu*11_unprovided, h21f Armed, and wholly unskill'd in 
Warlike Matters. See the next Year : if then our Fleet 
had been loſt, none ean doubt but that would have made 


| aſhort end of the buſineſs. But how was-it preſerved, 


at that time, when the Enemies Fleet were coming with. 


* full purpoſe to have burnt it in the Haven of Portſmouth ? + 


What preſerved us trom this great Danger ? nothing but. 
a ſudden ſtop of the Wind, that would not let them put 
this well-laid Deſign in Execution. After that, when 
they had got an Advantage in Fight, which quite divided 


| and Gtforder'd our Fleet ; what hinder'd them ſo many 


Tides while they might-have deſtroy'd it ? nothing could 
_ binder'd them but the unaccountable Will of 
0d, 


It was about the ſame time, that his Majeſty was in- 
that Danger, which I even tremble to. think of ; and 
yet there is ſome comfort in the: thought of it at this - 
' time. Heis ſure the. only King, if not the only Man in - 
| the World, that had his Skin brutht off with a Cannon - 
| Bullet, withour any other ib Conſequence ; as if it had 
not 
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not come to do any hurt, but rather an Henor to his 
Majeſty, 


Go on, and remember this laſt Year, when it was of 
ſo great moment to his Majeſt:es Aﬀairs, that he ſhould 
finiſh the Reducing of 7re/and that Year ; what a ſtrange 
appearance there was of a Divine Conduct over his Maje- 
ſties Forces, at Athlone, and Agbrim, and eſpecially at 
Timeric, which could not have been Reduced otherwiſe. 
They are ſuch Marks of Gods Hand in luis Majeſtics 
Afiairs, that whotoever is not atfcted with a ſenſe of it, 
I ſhould think, that either he has not heard the truth of 
theſe things, or he has an ill Memory that do's not retain 
what he has heard, or ſome worſe Detect there is that I 
would not name. Sure I am, that upon ſome of thoſe 
that were preſent at the things that ] have mentioned, 
tho? otherwiſe they were far enough from being over- 
religious, yet that which they ſaw could not but make a 
deep Impreſtion. 


And if that be your Caſe, that only preſent things will 
affe&t you ; then 1 muſt crave leave to put you in mind 
of the things which are hardly yer paſt. There. lies now 
a great Army upon the French Coaſt, and they fay 
Tranſport-Ships, that for ſix Weeks together wanted only 
a Guard of.Ships of War to ſet them over into this King- 
dom. And we are told there hath been a ſufficient number 
of Ships of War theſe ſix Weeks ready to ſet Sail, only 
they wanted Wind to-bring them, firſt together, and then 
1ato our Seas. 


But 


ut 
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But the Dutch Fleet, and Ours, have wanted no Wind, 
to bring them out, nor to bring them together. And the 
French have wanted it no longer, then till our Fleet was 
in readineſs, and till all the Advantages of Number and 
Strength were on our ſide. Then it pleaſed God to bring 
them forth, with poſitive Orders to Fight us, of which we 
can give no other account but that it was an Infatuation 
from God. Whatſoever the Inſtruments were, it was 
ſurely an Tnfatuation from God : who was pleaſed with 
their own Kings Conſent, nay by his Order, to deliver fo 
many of their beſt Ships into our hands. It was a won- 
derful thing, that God ſhould give us fuch a Deliverance, 
much more that he thould give us ſuch a Victory, and all 
this by Means to which we could contribute nothing. 


The Deliverance was from fuch a Danger, as we may 
reaſonably hope we ſhall never be in again, after ſuch a 
Victory. A Victory, that not only puts an end ro the 
preſent Deſcent, but that, if we know how to ule it, ſecures 
us againſt any the like for the future. A Viftory, of which 
it ſeems to be as true as it was of the Spaniſh Invaſion: 
there ended their Power at Sea; there ended their Terror 
to our Iſland; there ended their hopes of an Univerſal 


Monarchy. 


I might ſay a great deal more, but this is, I confeſs, a 
freſh Subjze&t, which is reſerved for ſome other Hand. I 
ſhall theretors !eave it to him to whom it belongs. Only 
one thing i -1:;ht to obſerve, as to the timing of this Vi- 
@ory. Cuiiitering how little the preſent French King 


was a Friend to our Royal Family before the Reſtauration - 
an 
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and conſidering how much he has been an Enemy to our 
Church, both before and fince : I fuppole. he had very lit- 
tle Joy of rtiat which [:2ppened on our Nine and twentieth 
of May. I do not believe that he did ever heaitily thank 
God for it. Well! for all that, we thank God tor that 
which happened on His Ninc and twentieth of May. It 
was on -his May 29. that God was pleaſed to ſend us this 
Victory. | 


We have cauſe indeed to thank God, not only for this, 
but for ſo many other great Deliverances that he lasgiven 


us. $9 many, ani! fo grezt. he has heapt up«n us in our | 


Age, ny in a ſmall parc of our Age, with:n thele very few 
Years ; 1/1:t I 46 not betieve he has ſhcwn the like care 
of his Pro: idence over any other Chriſtian Nation { Nay 


he ſcarce ſhew'd the like in any one Age, over them in Þ 


the 7-wifh Church, 


What ſhould be the Meaning cf our moſt gracious God 
in all this? I; it his meaning to 4 iis un lke a Light on 
a Hull; that we ſhould be a Pattern i 411 other Nations ? 
Is ir his meanivg that we ſhould be ty: Lottri tients to kelp 
Others, with the like Aﬀection and Care as !.c has ſh;.wn 
in helping us? Is it his meaning that we fl; 472 Hey our 


concernedneſs for thoſe things which he has ſh. ao him: | 


{elf fo much concern's for? Is it his meaning that wv -. ttould 
love the Church of England, to winch bh: has ſhewn ( 
much love in fo many Dcliverances ? Is it his mean'as tc 
. knit our Heerts to thelr Majeſties, whom he has fo won- 
:derſully.bleſled and preſerved, aud whom he has made the 
: bicſled Inſtruments of ſo much good to us ? 

bat? Tlix 
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The good God diſpoſe us, and enable us, to perform his 
good meaning in every one of theſe Particulars. 

The Lord make us as much concern'd for their Majeſties 
Preſcrvation and Service, as they have ſhewn themſelves 
concern'd for the Deliverance, and for the Peace and Pro- 
ſperity of this Nation : eſpecially to His Majeſty, in thoſe 
great Dangers to which he is daily expoſing himtſelf, it 1s 
all the Return we can make, in Praying for him, while he 
s Fighting for us. The Lord make us alike afte&ed to his 
Church, and alike concern'd for it, as he has ſhewa iiim+ 


 felf in all his Deliverances and Mercies. The Lord make 
| us as ready to help our Brethren, ſpecially thoſe that ſuf- 
| fer for righteouſneſ5 ſake, as he has ſhewn himſelf ready 
| to preſerve us. and to help us, out of all our Dangers and 


iy | Sufferings. But one thing more ; The Lord diſpoſe us 


 1n all things, to live worthy of his Goodneſs and Mercy, 
| a5a People that he has ſo often and ſo wonderfully delt- 
| vered; and that we may ſhew it by living 4/ameleſs and 


harmleſs, as the Sons of God without rebuke 1n this corrupt 
Age, that we may ſhine as lights in the world. 

The Lord grant it for his Mercies ſake, through Jeſus 
Chritt our Lord. Amer, 
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